Clinical and pathological evaluation of early cancer in the gastric cardia.
We report 9 rare cases (7 males and 2 females) of early gastric cancer of the esophagogastric junction. From 1976 to 1988, 1308 cases of gastric cancer were resected in our Institute. Of these, 479 (36.6%) cases were early gastric cancer. Among all 479 early gastric cancers, 9 (1.9%) were located within 2 cm of the esophagogastric junction on the lesser curvature and/or posterior wall of the cardia. This represents 11.7% (9/77) of the cases of cancer at the esophagogastric junction. This incidence contrasts with the 39.5% of early cancers elsewhere in the stomach. Overall, 36.6% (479/1308) were early gastric cancer. Eight of these 9 patients were resected through the abdominal approach and one by the thoracoabdominal approach. Seven underwent proximal and 2 underwent total gastrectomy. On microscopic examination, one cancer was m-cancer, and 8 were sm-cancer. Lymphnode metastasis was found to be absent in all 9 cases. The prognosis of cancer of the cardia is generally poorer than that for adenocarcinoma in the corpus or distal stomach. However, cancer recurrence 22-91 months postoperatively was zero in these 9 cases of early gastric cancer at the esophagogastric junction.